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You dak in your lotter of July 21, 1958 whsther a 


vote at a sproial town meeting authorizing 
monay from the Federel Covernment under Public Law 
49 a vote to raise or appropriate money under RSA 31:5. 
prevents @ town from raising or ap 
nucting unless there is a vote by 
gast reoresenting ona half of the 
This Linitstion does not app 


Liste 


meetings ordered by tho superior court. 


Pefore proceading furthar with this question At: should 
be noted that this problem 4s essentially a local matter involving 


propriating money at &@ special 

ballot with the number of ballots 

mmber of legal voters on the check=- ~~. 
ly in the aese of special town —_. 





‘the solectnon to borrow. 
560, 63rd Congress 
This scotion =” 


the respective rights of towns ond of the federal government and 


this crinion should 4n no sense bo co 
ve attezrpt to ansver 


4nz on either. 


nsidered autheritative or bind- 
it, however, for whatever help eee 


4¢ may ba to you in the performanco of your official dutios. 


Under P,L. 560 (83rd Cong.) the federal government has" 


funds evailablo for loans to munioipalitics for the purpose of undere 
taking engineering investigations in connection 
These loans are interest free and no obli 


posal projects. 
ropay 
talen by the town. 


To appropriate money “is to bet aport from the public 
rovenue @ certain sum for a particuler purpose". Frost ve Hoar, 
85 Uelle 442,443. In REA 31:5 the words “raise or appropriate” are. 


the loans arises unless the sew 
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ae 


with sewerage dis- 
ation to ee 
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uscd in: the broad sense end inelude on action: tho necessary effect 
of which is to raise or appropriate roncy". Childs v. Flectric Cow, 
70 Noise 318, 325. While tho acceptance of a loan from the federal 
government under those provisions will not necessarily bind the 
town to a future obligation it will operate as a conditional obligation 
on tha psrt.of the town inasmich aa.the town will be required to appro~ 
oriate monay to ropay the loan should 4t subsequontly choose to under=_ 
ake a sewage disposal project. Consequently it is felt that at a 
srocial town zaeting, not authorized by the superior court, the town 
may not authorize the execution of such an agreement with the federal | ae 
govarnnent unless thare is a vote by ballot and unless the total nun- Lio 
ber of ballots cast equals at least one half of the names on the . | 
checklist. _ | 





‘Very cs yours, a ee 
Elmer T. Bourque ee 

Assistant a eones General a ee 
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